In general it may be stated that the rights of war in respect to the enemy are to be measured by the object of the war. Until that object is attained the belligerent has, strictly speaking, a right to use every means necessary to accomplish the end for which he has taken up arms. The The outer painting of these hospital ships shall be white with red strake. These ships shall bear aid and assistance to the wounded and wrecked belligerents without distinction of nationality. They must take care not to interfere in any way with the movementa of the combatants. During and after the battle they must do their duty at their own risk and peril. The belligerents shall haye the right of controlling and visiting them; they will be at liberty to refuse their assistance, to order them todepart, and to detain them if the exigencies of the case require such a step. The wounded and wrecked picked up by these ships cannot be reclaimed by either of the combatants, and they will be required not to serve during the continuance of the war."
Conventions such as these for the care of the wounded, and the prohibition of explosive bullets in warfare, have done much, and they will do still more, to mitigate the frightful horrors of war.
